
                                                                    

                             

WE’VE GOT THE 
POWER
BBER 2024 EDITION



                               
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

THE CITY OF BILLINGS IS FOUNDED 

1882

➢ Railroad formed the city as a western 

railhead for its further westward 

expansion 

Photos courtesy of Library of Congress

142 years old



                               
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

LIKE MAGIC, IT SEEMED TO APPEAR OVERNIGHT

EARLY 1900’S 

➢ Prosperous & permanent trading 

center

➢ The Magic City 

➢ Large warehouses, distribution 

center

➢ Trading center and energy hub 

➢ Region’s major financial, medical, & 

cultural center

Photos courtesy of Library of Congress



                               
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

MAJOR GROWTH IN DOWNTOWN CORE

MID-LATE 1900’S 

➢ First high-rises in Montana

➢ MetraPark Arena Constructed

➢ Large section of MT’s interstate 

system completed

➢ Shopping destination

➢ Hotel & Service industries 

➢ Business parks

➢ Large residential development 

Photos courtesy of Library of Congress



                               
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

BILLINGS IS MONTANA’S CITY

BUILT ON A STRONG 
FOUNDATION

➢ Geographic location 

➢ Regional Economic Hub 

➢ Outgrew the other cities in the region



                               
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

YOUNG BUT POWERFUL

ACCORDING TO OUR FRIENDS AT NORTHWESTERN 
ENERGY

➢ Investments in the Rimrock Substation alone cap almost 

$34 million, which will help us address the increased 

energy demand in the Billings area

➢ A new natural gas plant is underway in Laurel, and about 

75% completed



                               
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

TOP 7 INDUSTRIES IN YELLOWSTONE COUNTY 

1. Healthcare & Social Assistance

2. Retail Trade

3. Accommodation & Food Service

4. Construction

5. Wholesale Trade

6. Professional, Scientific & Technical Services

7. Educational Services 

Data from JobsEQ



                               
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

ENERGIZING GROWTH

IN THE STATE OF MONTANA

➢ Yellowstone County has 3 of the 10 top producers. 

➢ 1,819 people work in this industry - that’s almost the population 

of Red Lodge or Stevensville. 

➢ Workers in this industry have an average annual wage of 

$143,127, our region has over twice the expected employment 

compared to the nation in this industry. 



                               
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



                               
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



                               
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



                               
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

MARCELL
BRUSKI
SENIOR DIRECTOR OF
ENGAGEMENT

ASHLEY 
KAVANAGH

SENIOR DIRECTOR
OF RECRUITMENT & 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Where Blue Sky Meets Bottom Line

Focused on sustaining and growing our region’s vibrant economy and out- standing quality of

life, Big Sky Economic Development provides leadership and resources for business creation,

expansion, retention, new business re- cruitment and community development.
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